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SUB J : UNDP SUMMARY FOOD SITUATION REPORT 

1 . SUMMARY. WE CABLE HEREWITH TEXT OF A BRIEF USEFUL 
UNDP/ACCRA SUMMARY REPORT ON CURRENT FOOD SITUATION IN 
GHANA. THIS REPORT, GIVEN US BY GOG COMMISSIONER FOR ECONOMIC 
PLANNING, CONTAINS THE LATEST OFFICIAL INFORMATION ON GOG 
FOODGRAIN IMPORTS, WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO TOTAL 372,000 
METRIC TONS DURING CY77. END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. QUOTE. FOR COOKINGUE, UNDP, NEW YORK. 

RE YOUR CABLE 1541 THE FOOD SITUATION IN GHANA IS HIGHLY 
COMPLEX WITH GENERALIZED SHORTAGES OVER THE WHOLE COUNTRY 
AND ACUTE SHORTAGES IN SOME AREAS OF THE UPPER AND NORTHERN 
REGIONS WHILE PARTS OF THE MORE SOUTHERLY REGIONS ARE ALSO 
AFFECTED. 1977 CROP PROSPECTS ARE NOT GOOD AND THE DEGREE 
OF SHORTFALL IN 1978 SUPPLIES IS DEPENDENT ON THE RAINS OVER 
THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. THE DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

(1) THE UPPER AND NORTHERN REGIONS: FOLLOWING POOR 1976 
HARVESTS THE 1977 RAINS WERE INTERRUPTED IN JUNE AND JULY 
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IN A NUMBER OF AREAS DESPITE A PROMISING APRIL/MAY START 
AND THIS HAS RESULTED IN VARIABLE SORGHUM, EARLY MILLET AND 
EARLY PLANTED MAIZE AND RICE CROPS IN THESE REGIONS. THE FOOD 
SUPPLY SITUATION IS ALSO VARIABLE BUT GENERALLY WORSENS 
TOWARDS THE NORTH AND EAST WITH SOME AREAS EXPERIENCING SERIOUS 
CROP FAILURE AND SHORTAGES. RELIEF IS BEING PROVIDED FROM 
DONOR SORGHUM, SORGHUM GRITS AND WHEAT AND GOVERNMENT IMPORTED 
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MAIZE AND RICE. USAID AND CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICE DONATED 

SORGHUM AND SORGHUM GRITS IS REACHING THE MAIN CENTERS OF 
THESE TWO REGIONS BUT IS FACING HIGHLY PUBLICIZED TRANSPORT AND 
DISTRIBUTION PROBLEMS WITHIN THEM WHICH THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE DONORS ARE TRYING 0 OVERCOME. THIS SITUATION IS EXPECTED 
TO CONTINUE FORHTHE NEXT THREE OR FOUR MONTHS AS A MINIMUM 
BECAUSE SUBSTANTIAL DONOR SUPPLIES ARE EXPECTED IN SEPTEMBER/ 
OCTOBER WHILE THE GOVERNMENT REQUESTED EEC TRANSPORT DONATION 
IS NOT EXPECTED UNTIL OCTOBER/NOVEMBER. SOME RE-SCHEDULING 
OF DONOR ARRIVALS APPEARS INEVITABLE. THE OUTCOME OF THE 
LATE MILLET AND LATE PLANTED MAIZE AND RICE CROPS IS 
DEPENDENT ON THE CONTINUATION OF THE NEW RESUMED RAINS IN 
THESE REGIONS. WE WILL HAVE A CLEARER IDEA OF THE POSITION IN 
OCTOBER. 

(2) THE WHOLE COUNTRY: THERE ARE GENERAL SHORTAGES OF MAIZE 
AND RICE THIS YEAR BECAUSE OF POOR 1976 HARVESTS AND THESE 
ARE BEING RELIEVED WITH LARGE GOVERNMENT SPONSORED COMMERCIAL 
IMPORTS OF WHITE MAIZE. YELLOW MAIZE AND RICE AND SUBSTANTIAL 
IMPORTS OF CANADIAN YELLOW STOCKFEED MAIZE UNDER A CANADIAN 
SOFT LOAN AGREEMENT PLUS SOME DONOR SUPPLIES. THE TOTAL COM- 
MERCIAL AND DONOR GRAIN SUPPLIES RECEIVED SO FAR THIS YEAR 
INCLUDE 98,400 TONNES OF WHEAT, 19,130 TONNES OF WHITE 
MAIZE, 32,300 TONNES OF YELLOW MAIZE, 38,400 TONNES OF 
RICE AND 25,000 TONNES OF SORGHUM AND SORGHUM GRITS. FURTHER 
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ARRIVALS CURRENTLY SCHEDULED FOR THE BALANCE OF 1977 INCLUDE 
67,600 TONNES OF WHEAT AND FLOUR, 15,000 TONNES OF WHITE 
MAIZE, 25,950 TONNES OF YELLOW MAIZE AND POSSIBLY 50,000 
TONNES OF RICE. THE PRICES OF THE PRINCIPAL GRAINS ARE LOWER 
NOW THAN IN MAY/JUNE AND ARE SEASONALLY FALLING BUT ARE STILL 
VERY HIGH BECAUSE GRAIN SHORTAGES AND PRICE LEVELS ARE 
AGGRAVAED BY A SCARCITY OF PLANTAIN AND STAPLE ROOT CROPS. 

FIRST REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE PRODUCTION OF EARLY PLANTED 
MAIZE IN THE CENTRAL AND SOURTHERN REGIONS AND OF RICE IN 
THE NORTHERN REGIONS IS VARIABLE BUT NOT REPEAT NOT PROMISING. 
BECAUSE OF THIS GOVERNMENT IS ALREADY PREPARING A CONTINGENCY 
FOOD IMPORT PROGRAM FOR 1978. GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO REQUESTED 
FAO TO SEND A PRELIMINARY FOOD SECURITY MISSION WHICH IS 
EXPECTED NEXT WEEK FOR BOTH SHORT AND LONG TERM PLANNING. 

THE FINAL OUTCOME OF THE 1977 MAIZE AND RICE CROPS AND 
HENCE THE 1978 DOMESTIC SUPPLY POSITION IS DEPENDENT ON THE 
RAINS OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. WE WILL HAVE A CLEARER 
IDEA OF THE POSITION EARLY NEXT MONTH. THE ALLOCATION OF 
COMMERCIAL AND DONOR SUPPLIES IS BEING UNDERTAKEN NATIONALLY 
BY THREE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEES WHICH HAVE COMMISSIONER OR 
SENIOR MILITARY CHAIRMEN AND WHICH WORK WITH THE REGIONAL 
ADMINISTRATIONS, THE FOOD DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION AND 
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DONORS. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALLOCATING AND DISTRIBUTING 
DONOR SUPPLIES WITHIN THE UPPER AND NORTHERN REGIONS RESTS 
WITH REGIONAL AND B STRICT FOOD COMMITTEES, REGIONAL 
COORDIN ATIORS AND THE REGIONAL ADMINISTRATIONS. THE FAO 
COUNTRY/REPRESENTATIVE IS ASSISTING THE COMMISSIONER FOR 
ECONOMIC PLANNING AND THE DONORS TO COORDINATE AID 
REQUESTS AND ARRIVALS WITH HARVEST PROSPECTS AND IMPORT 
NEEDS. THE DONORS ARE ALSO CLOSELY WATCHING THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF THEIR COMMODITIES. THIS CABLE IS BEING COPIED TO FAO 
AND THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM (HALBERT UNDEVPRO, ACCRA). UNQUOTE. 
END OF TEXT. 

3. COMMENT: OF THE TOTAL CY77 FOOD GRAIN IMPORTS WE 
ESTIMATE THAT 43,300 MT IS PROVIDED UNDER 
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DONOR AID 

PROGRAMS. WE EXPECT TO HAVE FULL DETAILS OF GOG FOODGRAIN 
IMPORTS AT THE NEXT LOCAL DONORS MEETING IN LATE SEPTEMBER. 

SMITH 
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